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1  Introduction 
 

During May 2006 a consortium consisting of QSJ Consultants and the Unit for Religion and 
Development Research (University of Stellenbosch) conducted a survey in Khayelitsha.  This was 
part of a study, commissioned by the City, for a socio-economic profile of the Urban Renewal 
nodes of Khayelitsha and Mitchellôs Plain and the results were published in August 2006. 
 
Using the results of the Khayelitsha survey this report looks at the differences between households 
living in formal and informal dwellings.  A formal dwelling is a house or brick structure on a 
separate stand or yard.  Informal dwellings, or shacks, are divided into two groups; those in 
backyards and those not in a backyard but in an informal or squatter settlement.  In the rest of the 
document backyard dwelling will be informal dwellings in backyard and informal dwelling will be 
those in squatter settlements. 
 
However, due to the small size of the sample, the results may not be entirely representative of the 
total population of the area.  The survey used a questionnaire that was completed for a total of 547 
households.   The details of the sample size by dwelling type are in Table 1.  A study was also 
done by the Western Cape Population Unit to conduct a head count of all people in Khayelitsha 
during the last quarter of 2005.  This study found the population of Khayelitsha to be 406,779 living 
in 108,186 dwellings of which 38% were formal structures. 
 

Dwelling Type Number of Households Number of Individuals 

Formal Dwelling 236 1,031 

Informal Dwelling in Backyard 134 615 

Informal Dwelling NOT in Backyard 177 612 

Total 547 2,258 

Table 1 ï Sample Size by Dwelling Type 
 
The questionnaire was divided into three sections.  Section A looked at the impact of the Urban 
Renewal Programme, section B contained questions about the household and section C had 
demographic questions about the individuals in each household. 

 
 

2 Individual Demographic and Socio-Economic Information 
 
2.1 Age and Gender 
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Figure 1 ï Age Distribution 
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In most of the age groups the variation in the percentage of the population in that age group does 
not vary significantly for the different dwelling types (see Figure 1).  In the 13 to 17 group the 
number in informal dwellings is about 5% lower than in the other dwelling types and in the 18 to 34 
group is 8.3% higher than those in formal dwellings and 5.4% higher than those in backyard 
dwellings.  The percentage of the population 55 and over is the lowest in informal dwellings. 
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Figure 2 ï Age Pyramids 

 
In all the dwelling types there are more females than males.  For both the backyard and informal 
dwellings the percentage females is 55% and for the formal dwelling it is 57%.  As can be seen in 
Figure 2 the highest percentage of both males and females in all dwelling types is in the 20 to 24 
age group with the exception of females in formal dwellings where the highest percentage is in the 
15 to 19 age group. 
 
The variation in the percentage of those under the age of 14 varies by less than 2% across the 
different dwelling types with formal having 28.5%, backyard 26.9% and informal 26.6%.  In the 15 
to 39 age group informal dwellings have 57.9% of their population; backyard dwellings have 53.4% 
and formal dwellings 49.0%.  The opposite is true for those 40 and over where 22.5% are in formal 
dwellings, 19.8% in backyard dwellings and 15.6% in informal dwellings. 

 

2.2 Child care 
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Figure 3 ï Day care for those under 6 years 
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Figure 3 shows that the largest percentage of children under the age of six years are cared for at 
home during the day, with those living in informal dwellings the highest at 61.9%.  Of the children in 
formal dwellings 36.1% are cared for in a crèche and 13.9% are at pre-primary school.  A similar 
percentage (13.1%) of those in informal dwellings are at pre-primary school but only 4.5% of those 
in backyard dwellings attend a pre-primary school. 

 
2.3 Education 
 

11.4%

1.7%

44.8%

41.4%

0.7%

13.9%

48.6%

37.0%

0.6%

22.9%

2.1%

48.6%

25.0%

1.4%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

None Pre-School Primary School Secondary

School

Tertiary

institution

Adult Education

Centre

Formal backyard Informal

 
Figure 4 ï Educational Institution attended for those aged 6 to 19 years 
 
For those aged 6 to 19 and living in informal dwellings 22.9% do not attend an education institution 
(see Figure 4).  This is significantly lower for those living in backyard dwellings (13.9%) and in 
formal dwellings (11.4%).  The percentage attending primary school is similar across all dwelling 
types but differs significantly for those attending secondary school with 41.4% of those in formal 
dwellings, 37.0% of those on backyard dwellings and only 25.0% of those in informal dwellings 
attending.  A very low percentage of those living in formal (1.7%) and informal (2.1%) dwellings, 
and none in backyard dwellings attend pre-school.  Less than 1.5% in any dwelling type attends a 
tertiary institution. 
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Figure 5 ï Reasons for not attending an Educational Institution for those aged 6 to 19 years 
 
As can be seen in Figure 5, 36.4% of those living in informal dwellings do not attend school as 
there is no money for school and 15.2% have left school and are looking for work.  For those living 
in backyard dwellings no money for school is also the highest (21.1%) together with completed 
school and looking for work (21.1%) and left school and looking for work (21.1%).  Once again no 
money for school (23.8%) in the main reason why those living in formal dwellings do not attend 
school and the same percentage are not yet at school, followed by those who have left school and 
are looking for work (11.9%).  In informal dwellings 12.1% have left school as they are pregnant 
compare to 5.3% of those in backyard dwellings and 4.8% in formal dwellings. 
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Figure 6 ï Highest education level completed for those 20 years and older 



A Comparison of Different Dwelling Types in Khayelitsha: Demographic and Socio-Economic Information  

 

 
August 2007                         Strategic Development Information and GIS Department  Page 8 

The highest level of education completed by adults (those 20 years and older) does not vary 
significantly between the different dwelling types as revealed in Figure 6.  For those in informal 
dwellings 20.3% have completed some primary education, 44.7% have some secondary school 
education, 20.4% completed matric (grade 12) and 5.4% have a tertiary qualification.  In backyard 
dwellings 16.3% have some primary school education, 48.1% have some secondary school 
education, 22.1% have completed matric and 5.8% have a tertiary qualification.  Of those in 
informal dwellings 21.0% have some primary school education, 49.5% have some secondary 
school education, 20.0% have completed matric and 3.95 have a tertiary qualification. 

 

2.4 Employment 
 

Every person aged 15 to 65, the labour force, was asked if they were employed or unemployed.  
Those unemployed were also asked whether or not they were looking for work.  This is different to 
the official definition of unemployment1 and thus the unemployment rates from this survey cannot 
necessarily be compared to unemployment rates from other surveys.  Those who are unemployed 
and not looking for work are seen as that portion of the labour force that is not economically active.  
The employed and the unemployed who are looking for work comprise the economically active 
portion of the labour force. 
 
For those living in backyard dwellings two thirds of the labour force are economically active.  This 
increases to 73.1% for those living in formal dwellings and to 82.3% for those in informal dwellings.   
Although a large percentage of those living in informal dwellings are economically active, 55.3% 
are unemployed and looking for work.  For those living in formal dwellings 52.9% are unemployed 
and looking for work and the lowest rate (49.2%) is for those in backyard dwellings. 
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Figure 7 ï Employment Status of those aged 15 to 65 
 
The employment status of the labour force is shown in Figure 7.  Those living in informal dwellings 
have the highest percentage that are employed (35.7%) and unemployed and looking for work 
(44.2%) but the lowest percentage of those unemployed and not looking for work (17.2%).   The 
opposite is true for those in backyard dwellings where 31.8% are employed, 30.8% are 
unemployed and looking for work and 31.2% are unemployed and not looking for work. 
 

                                            
1
 Official definition of unemployed - Those people within the economically active population who did not work during 

the seven days prior to the interview, want to work and are available to start work within two weeks of the interview, 
and have taken active steps to look for work or to start some form of self-employment in the four weeks prior to the 
interview. 
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Figure 8 ï Reason for not working for all unemployed who are not looking for work 
 
At least 60% of those who are not economically active are scholars or students in all three dwelling 
types (see Figure 8).  The next highest reason for not working is those who are unable to work due 
to illness or disability where 15.7% live in backyard dwellings, 14.8% live in formal dwellings and 
11.8% live in informal dwellings.  The number living in backyard dwellings (11.6%) that choose not 
to work is significantly higher than those living in formal (1.7%) or informal (2.6%) dwellings.  
Formal dwellings (8.6%) have a higher percentage of pensioners who are 65 years or younger 
than backyard dwellings (5.8%) and informal dwellings (2.6%). 
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Figure 9 ï Length of time unemployed for those looking for work 
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The length of time without employment for the unemployed looking for work is the highest in the 1 
to 6 month category for all dwelling types (see Figure 9), with backyard the highest at 38.5% 
followed by informal (33.2%) and formal (32.5%).  Being without employment for more than three 
years was the next highest category for those in backyard dwellings at 24.3%.  For those in 
informal dwellings being without employment for 1 to 12 months and for 13 to 24 months were both 
21.2%.  Those in formal dwellings 21.6% were without employment for 13 to 24 months.  For all 
dwelling types the lowest percentage is in the 25 to 36 month group. 
 
All those employed were required to select their type of employment from a pre-defined list.  Those 
living in informal dwellings had the highest percentage, 13.9%, working in the informal sector.  Of 
those living in formal dwellings 9.2% worked in the informal sector and 6.7% of those in backyard 
dwellings worked in this sector. 
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Figure 10 ï Type of Employment for all employed 

 
Figure 10 shows that the highest percentage for all dwelling types worked for a salary in the private 
sector with those in backyard dwellings being the highest at 50.7%.  Those working for a private 
person, domestic workers and gardeners, was the next highest group with those in formal 
dwellings the highest at 33.95 followed by those in informal dwellings (32.1%) and backyard 
dwellings (27.4%).  For those in formal dwellings 7.1% work for local, provincial or national 
government dropping to 3.4% for those in backyard dwellings and only 1.2% for those in informal 
dwellings.  In informal dwellings 9.7% are labour contractors or contractors, with lower percentages 
for those in backyard dwellings (8.9%) and formal dwellings (6.7%). 
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2.5 Mode of Travel 
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Figure 11 ï Model of travel used to get to work 
 
The train is the mode of travel used to get to work for the largest number of people in all the 
dwelling types with those in backyard dwellings being the highest at 47.0% followed by those in 
informal dwellings (44.7%) and those in formal dwellings being the lowest (37.2%).  The bus was 
the next most popular mode of transport for those in backyard (23.9%) and informal (20.4%) 
dwellings.  For those in formal dwellings 24.2% use a minibus or taxi to get to work and this is 
significantly larger that for those who live in informal dwellings (9.9%).  Walking to work is the 
option used by 9.2% of those in informal dwellings with only 3.7% of backyard dwellers using this 
option. 
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Figure 12 ï Model of travel used to get to school 
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For learners the opposite is true with the majority in all dwelling types walking to school.  The 
percentage is highest for those in informal dwellings (80.7%), followed by those in backyard 
dwellings (76.7%) and then those in formal dwellings (73.4%).  For those in backyard dwellings the 
train is the next most popular mode of travel where it is used by 14.7% of the learners.  Bus, train 
and taxi are each used by just over 5% of those in informal dwellings. 
 

2.6 Government Grants 
 
Every person in the sample was asked whether or not they received a government grant.  Of those 
living in formal dwellings 20.7% receive a government grant, followed by 19.4% of those living in 
backyard dwellings.  Those living in informal dwellings had the lowest percentage of 17.0%.  In the 
sample no one is receiving unemployment insurance (UIF). 
 
Of those receiving government grants the largest percentage in all dwelling types is child support 
(see Figure 13).  The largest percentage is for those in informal dwellings (80.8%), followed by 
those in backyard dwellings (71.4%) and then those in formal dwellings (66.2%).  Those receiving 
old age grants is the highest in formal dwellings (18.3%) and is significantly lower in both backyard 
(10.1%) and informal (7.7%) dwellings.  Disability grants are, however, highest in backyard 
dwellings (12.6%) and once again lowest in informal dwellings (7.7%). 
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Figure 13 ï Government grants received 

 

2.7 Illness and Disability 
 
All respondents were asked whether or not they had suffered from any illness or injury during the 
month prior to the interview.  Those living in backyard dwellings had the highest incidence (21.6%), 
followed by those in informal dwellings (20.8%) and then those in formal dwellings (19.7%).  
Almost no one indicated that they had HIV or AIDS, suffered from other sexually transmitted 
disease or had a substance dependency.  This is most likely due to a reluctance of respondents to 
admit to suffering from one of these illnesses. 
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Figure 14 ï Nature of illness or injury 

 
As is shown in Figure 14 flu and other acute respiratory infections accounted for the majority of all 
illnesses in all the dwelling types comprising 68.5% of those in informal dwellings, 66.2% in 
backyard dwellings and 57.1% in formal dwellings.  This was followed by high or low blood 
pressure in all dwelling types, once again being the highest in informal dwellings (15.0%) but the 
lowest in backyard dwellings (10.5%).  The third category in all dwelling types was TB but here the 
incidence was the highest in formal dwellings (12.3%) which was nearly double that of informal 
dwellings (6.35).  Severe trauma (due to violence, motor vehicle accident, gunshot, assault or 
beating) was only reported in formal and backyard dwellings with percentages of 2.5% and 2.3% 
respectively. 
 
A very low percentage of respondents reported having a serious disability that prevented them 
from full participation in life activities such as education, work and social life.  The percentage was 
highest in formal dwellings at 3.3% and lowest in informal dwellings (1.3%) with backyard dwellings 
at 2.1%. 
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Figure 15 ï Type of a serious disability 
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For those living in informal dwellings physical disabilities were the highest (50.0%) followed by 
sight (37.5%) and then hearing (12.5%) as can be seen from Figure 15.  In backyard dwellings 
physical disabilities (53.8%) were also the highest but were followed by communication problems 
(15.4%).  Sight was the disability that was highest (41.2%) in formal dwellings followed by both 
hearing and physical disabilities at 17.6%. 

 

2.8 Crime 
 

Every respondent was asked if they had been a victim of some or other crime in the period May 
2005 to April 2006.  Those living in formal dwellings had the highest incidence of 5.6%, followed by 
backyard dwellers (2.1%) with those in informal dwellings having the lowest incidence (1.6%).  A 
total of 3.85% of all individuals had been a victim of crime.  Using the statistics provided by the 
South African Police Services for Khayelitsha for 2005/2006 the percentage of individuals who 
have been victims of crime is lower at 2.7%. 
 
Of those who had been a victim of crime robbery was the most frequent type all dwelling types with 
83.3% in backyard dwellings, 75.0% in formal dwellings and 63.2% in informal dwellings.  Assault, 
house breaking and rape each contributed about 8% of the total number of crimes with assault 
being spread evenly across all dwelling types.  House breaking occurred predominantly in formal 
dwellings and rape mainly affected those in informal dwellings.  Only one murder occurred and this 
was experienced by a household in an informal dwelling. 
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Figure 16 ï Frequency of victim of crime 

 
Figure 16 shows that, of those who had been victims of crime, the majority had only been victims 
of crime once in the previous 12 months with the highest percentage (90.5%) being experienced by 
those in informal dwellings.  For those in backyard dwellings 28.0% were victims of crime more 
than once in the year.  It was marginally lower for those in formal dwellings (27.2%) but 
significantly lower for those in informal dwellings (9.6%). 
 

 

3 Household Demographic and Socio-Economic Information 
 
3.1 Household and Dwelling Size 
 

The average household size is the highest for backyard dwellings at 4.6 persons per household.  In 
formal dwellings it is 4.4 persons per household and lowest for informal dwellings at 3.5 persons 
per household. 
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Figure 17 ï Number of persons per household 
 
In all dwelling types a household size of three or four persons occurs most frequently (see Figure 
17) with 41.5% of those in formal dwellings, 38.4% in informal dwellings and 32.1% in backyard 
dwellings.  The next most frequent category for both formal (24.6%) and backyard (23.9%) 
dwellings is a household size of five or six persons.  Backyard dwellings have the largest 
percentage (20.2%) of households with more than seven persons while informal dwellings have 
35.6% of households with only one or two persons. 
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Figure 18 ï Number of rooms per dwelling 

 
The number of rooms in a dwelling includes kitchens but excludes bathrooms.  As can be seen in 
Figure 18 four rooms per dwelling is the highest for both formal (26.8%) and backyard (26.2%) 
dwellings.  Small dwellings predominate in informal dwellings with 37.0% having two rooms, 19.7% 
having only one room and no dwelling having more than five rooms. 
 
A dwelling is considered to be overcrowded when there are more than two persons per room.  
Informal dwellings have the highest incidence of overcrowding where 19.1% of the dwellings have 
more than two persons per room.  In formal dwellings 15.2% have more than two persons per 
room and the percentage is 14.6% for backyard dwellings. 
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3.2 Dwelling Ownership 
 

49.1%

2.6%

7.0%

41.2%
45.1%

6.0%
3.8%

45.1%

36.2%

2.8%
0.0%

61.0%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Owned  - fully paid Owned - not paid off Rented Occupied rent free

Formal Backyard Informal

 
Figure 19 ï Dwelling ownership 
 
Over 90% of all households in all dwelling types have no monthly bond or rent payments as their 
dwellings are either owned and full paid or they are occupied rent free (see Figure 19).  For formal 
dwellings more are owned and fully paid (49.1%) than are occupied rent free (41.2%).  For informal 
dwellings the opposite is true with 61.0% occupied rent free and 36.2% owned and fully paid.  
Backyard dwellings have the same percentage (45.1%) for both categories.  For rented dwellings 
the highest percentage (7.0%) is for formal dwellings. 

 

3.3 Household Income and Expenditure 
 

Based on the household subsistence level for Cape Town of just over R2000 per month in 2006 
over 76% of the households in this sample indicated that they had an income below this level.  Of 
those living in informal dwellings 81.4% have an income below the household subsistence level, 
followed by 78.4% of those in backyard dwellings and 70.7% of those in formal dwellings. 

 

 
Figure 20 ï Monthly household income 


