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1 Introduction 
 
The General Household Survey (GHS) captures a wide range of information in order to measure 
various aspects of the living circumstances of households.  This report focuses on households in 
Cape Town and in particular on education, health, housing and access to services and facilities, 
 
Due to the small number of Asians in Cape Town (only three households were included in the 
sample) they will not be included in the analysis. 

 

2 Methodology 
 
The GHS is conducted in July each year by Statistics South Africa on a national scale and is 
stratified on a District Council basis.  The master sample was a multi-stage stratified sample with 
an overall sample size of 3000 Primary Sampling Units (PSUs).  The PSUs were allocated to the 
53 district councils using the power allocation method.  Finally the PSUs were sampled using 
probability proportional to size principles.  A two-stage weighting procedure was also done on the 
data.  The details can be found in Appendix A. 
 
Prior to 2005 the master sample was stratified on a Provincial basis and it is only from that year 
that it has been possible to analyse the data for Cape Town. 
 

 Black African Coloured Asian White Total 

Households 244 282 3 136 665 

Individuals 862 1,216 8 343 2,429 

Table 1: Households and individuals sampled 
 
The number of households and individuals sampled for Cape Town are given in Table 1. 
 

3 Demographic Profile 

 
3.1 Population Group 

 
The GHS estimates the population to be 3.23 million of which 49.9% are males and 50.1% 
females.  The largest percentage of the population are Coloured (48.5%), followed by the Black 
African (32.9%) and the White (18.6%) groups.  
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Figure 1: Population by population group and gender 
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Even though the total number of females is larger than the number of males this is only true of 
Black Africans where 16.8% are female and 15.9% male (see Figure 1).  For the Coloureds there 
are 0.1% more males than females and 0.7% more males than females for Whites.  Further details 
can be found in Appendix B. 
 

3.2 Age Profile 
 

 
Figure 2: Age and gender 
 
As can be seen from Figure 2 the largest number (11.1%) of people is in the 25 to 29 years group 
with the same percentage of males and females.  For those under the age of 20 years there are 
more males than females in all age groups except 0 to 4 years.  Females outnumber males in all 
the age groups starting at 60 years.  Males show a significant drop in the number of males in the 
36 to 39 years age group compared to the 30 to 34 age group and the number is then constant for 
the next two age groups.  From 30 years females show a drop in numbers until the 45 to 49 years 
group where there is an increase.  Females have another increase in the 60 to 64 years group.  
The details of the age distribution by population group can be found in Appendix C. 
 

3.3 Dependency Ratio and Index of Ageing 
 
The youth (0 to 14 years) are 26.9% of the population and 4.8% are aged 65 years and older.  As a 
result 68.3% of the population are in the economically active group (15 to 64 Years). 
 
The median age, 26 years, is the age of that person at the mid-point of the age distribution and is 
an indication of the young character of the population.  The average age is 28.79 years. 
 

 
South 
Africa 

Western 
Cape 

Cape 
Town 

Johannesburg Pretoria Durban 

Dependency Ratio 59.38 48.42 46.49 39.54 40.74 44.87 

Index of Ageing 15.65 17.74 17.92 13.71 20.42 18.79 

Table 2: Dependency ratio and index of ageing 

The dependency ratio provides a measure of the number of people in the potential labour force 
(economically active group) as compared to those in the ñdependentò groups, the youth and the 
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aged.  The lower the ratio the lower the number of youth and aged who are dependent on the 
potential labour force.  For Cape Town the dependency ratio is 46.49. This is significantly lower 
than that for South Africa and also lower than that for the Western Cape (see Table 2). Compared 
to the other large metropolitan areas Cape Town has the highest dependency ratio with 
Johannesburg being the lowest at 39.54. 
 
The index of ageing provides a measure of the number of aged relative to the number of youth.  
The higher the index the larger the number of aged in proportion to youth.  The index of ageing for 
Cape Town is 17.92 and this is higher than that for South Africa and the Western Cape (see Table 
2).  For the other large metropolitan areas both Pretoria and Durban have more aged in proportion 
to youth than Cape Town.  Johannesburg has the lowest ratio with 13.7 aged for every youth. 
 

 Black African Coloured White Total 

Dependency Ratio 48.26 48.94 37.96 46.49 

Index of Ageing 7.45 17.10 48.20 17.92 

Median Age (Years) 23 26 37 26 

Average Age (Years) 24.15 28.82 36.70 28.49 
Table 3: Dependency ratio and index of ageing by population group for Cape Town 

 
The dependency ratio shows a significant variation for the different population groups where 
Whites have a lower ratio than either Coloureds or Black Africans (see Table 3).  The variation is 
even greater for the index of ageing where Whites have 48 aged, Coloureds 17 and Black Africans 
only 7 for every 100 youth.  With a median age of 23 years this again illustrates a far more youthful 
population of the Black Africans compared to that of the Whites.  
 

4 Education 
 
4.1 Adult Literacy 

 
Of the adult (aged 20 years and older) population 2.2% are unable to read at least one language 
and 2.4% are unable to write at least one language.  All Whites are able to read and write at least 
one language.  2.2% of Coloureds are not able to read and write at least one language.  For Black 
Africans 3.7% are not able to read and 4.5% are not able to write at least one language. 
 

4.2 Level of Education of Adults 
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Figure 3: Highest educational level attained by adults 
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Figure 3 shows the highest level of education attained by adults.  All Whites have completed at 
least Grade 8 with 46.8% having completed grade 12 and 35.7% have a certificate, diploma or 
degree.  The picture is very different for Black Africans and Coloureds with 22.9% and 23.4% 
respectively having completed Grade 12 and 6.0% and 7.0% respectively having completed a 
certificate, diploma or degree.  For both Black Africans (47.5%) and Coloureds (42.2%) the highest 
percentage are those who have completed Grade 8 to 11. 3.5% of Black Africans have not 
completed any schooling.  Details of adult level of education by population group and gender are in 
Appendix D. 

 

4.3 Attendance at Educational Institutions 
 
Of the total population 27.8% are attending an educational institution with 30.3% of Black Africans, 
26.5% of Coloureds and 27.1% of Whites attending. 
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Figure 4: Attendance at educational institutions 

 
For those who do attend an educational institution the majority are attending school.  Black 
Africans (82.5%) have the highest percentage followed by Coloureds (79.0%) and Whites (65.7%) 
as is shown in Figure 4.  Between 12.3% (Black Africans) and 10.2% (Whites) attend pre-school 
and this includes day care, crèche and pre-primary.  Whites have the largest percentage (13.6%) 
attending university followed by Coloureds (3.8%) and Black Africans (0.9%).  The pattern is 
similar for college with 5.8% of Whites, 2.2% of Black Africans and 1.9% of Coloureds.  Details of 
attendance at educational institutions by population group and gender can be found in Appendix E. 
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Figure 5: Travel time to educational institutions 

 
Travelling time to educational institutions is less than 15 minutes for 47.0% of those attending, 15 
to 30 minutes for 36% and more than 30 minutes for 17%.  The highest percentage of Coloureds 
(57.1%) and Black Africans (43.9%) travel for less than 15 minutes, while for whites (56.1%) it is 
between 15 and 30 minutes (see Figure 5).  For all population groups the lowest percentage 
travelled is more than 30 minutes. 
 

4.4 Problems Experienced at Educational Institutions 
 

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

Lack of

books

Poor 

teaching

Lack of

teachers

Facilities in

bad condition

Fees too high Classes too

large

Other

Black African Coloured White

 
Figure 6: Problems experienced in educational institutions 

 
Problems experienced by those attending educational institutions are shown in Figure 6.  With the 
exception of poor teaching, Coloureds experience the highest percentage of dissatisfaction in all 
problem categories, where 19.5% have fees too high, 19.2% have classes too large and 9.4% 
have a lack of books.  For Whites the highest percentage is for poor teaching (10.1%) followed by 
classes too large (5.1%) and lack of teachers (4.4%).  Lack of books (4.1%) is the problem most 
experienced by Black Africans, followed by fees too high (3.1%) and classes too large (2.8%).  
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4.5 Annual Tuition Fees and Bursaries 
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Figure 7: Annual tuition fees 
 
Only 3.0% of those attending educational institutions pay no tuition fees.  This fee does not include 
the cost of uniforms, books and other learning materials.  As can be seen from Figure 7, the 
majority of Black Africans pay under R200 a year, with 46.7% paying under R100 and 19.4% 
paying between R101 and R200.  The largest percentage of Whites (37.4%) pay between R4 001 
and R8 000 a year followed by 14.9% paying over R12 000.  For Coloureds who are paying tuition 
fees, 69.4% pay R1 000 or less a year with the highest percentage of 17.7 % paying between 
R101 and R200. 
 
For those attending educational institutions 6.7% benefited from bursaries or exemptions.  The 
percentage was lowest for Black Africans (2.0%) and highest for Coloureds (10.1%) with 7.1% of 
Whites receiving this benefit. 
 

4.6 Non attendance at Educational Institutions 
 
Of all the youth (aged 14 years and younger) 29.5% are not attending an educational institution.  
Of the youth who are not attending 97.9% do not attend because they are too young.  For those 
who are not attending all the Whites gave the reason as too young.  This was also the reason 
given by 97.0% of Black Africans and 98.3% of Coloureds. 
 

1.3%

1.7%

0.8%
0.9%

0.0%

0.2%
0.4%

0.6%
0.8%

1.0%

1.2%
1.4%

1.6%
1.8%

2.0%

No money for

fees

Working Education is

useless or

uninteresting

Illness

Black African Coloured

 
Figure 8: Some reasons for youth not attending an educational institution 
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Figure 8 shows the reasons, other than they are too young, why the youth are not attending 
educational institutions.  For Black Africans 1.3% are already working and 1.7% are not attending 
due to illness.  For Coloureds 0.8% do not have money for fees and 0.9% indicated that education 
is useless or uninteresting. 
 
For those aged 15 to 19 years 33.0% are not attending an educational institution.  Of those who 
are not attending 24.5% have no money for fees, 21.6% indicated that education is useless or 
uninteresting and 14.9% are already working.  The highest percentage of Coloureds (41.8%) are 
not attending an educational institution, followed by 32.2% of Black Africans and 5.9% of Whites. 
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Figure 9: Reasons for those aged 15 to 19 years not attending an educational institution 

 
Figure 9 shows the main reason why those aged 15 to 19 are not attending an educational 
institution and gives a very different picture for each of the population groups.  For Whites 58% are 
already working and 42% have completed their education.  For Black Africans the main reason is 
having no money for fees (49.4%), followed by illness (17.4%), already working (11.9%) and family 
commitment, such as child minding (10.0%).  Education being useless or uninteresting (33.0%) is 
the reason with the highest percentage for Coloureds, followed by working (14.9%) and then 
having completed their education (13.5%). 
 

 

5 Health 

 
5.1 Incidence of Illness and Injuries 

 
A total of 10.2% of the population had suffered from an illness or injury during the month prior to 
the survey.  The percentage varies with the different population groups with Whites (13.1%) having 
the highest, followed by coloureds (11.3%) and Black Africans (7.0%) having the lowest. 
 
For those who suffered illness or injury 96.4% of Whites, 95.7% of Black Africans and 86.3% of 
Coloureds had only one occurrence.  For those having more than one illness or injury Coloureds 
were the highest with 11.1% having two and 2.6% having three occurrences.  No White of Black 
African has three occurrences. 
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Figure 10: Nature of illness or injury 
 
For all population groups the incidence of flu or acute respiratory infection was the highest with 
62.6% for Whites, 42.4% for Coloureds and 37.5% for Black Africans (see Figure 10).  ñOtherò 
illness or injury was the next highest for all the population groups.  Coloureds showed a 
significantly higher percentage (19.3%) for high or low blood pressure than Black Africans (8.7%) 
or Whites (3.8%).  Depression or mental illness was very much higher for Black Africans (18.3%) 
than for either of he other population groups.  Black Africans showed the highest incidence of 
Tuberculosis (TB) with 7.9% followed by Coloureds with 3.9%.  No Whites indicated that they 
suffered from TB. 
 
Due to the small number of people indicating that they had suffered from HIV/AIDS and substance 
abuse they are not included in the above graph.  Coloureds were the only population group 
indicating that they suffered from HIV/AIDS (1.2%) and abuse of alcohol or drugs (0.9%).  No one 
indicated that they suffered from other sexually transmitted diseases. 
 

5.2 Health Worker Consultations 
 
Of those who had an illness or injury during the month prior to the survey 85.8% consulted a health 
worker such as a nurse, doctor or traditional healer.  The percentage was highest for Black 
Africans (97.1%), followed by Coloureds (84.6%) and then Whites (77.9%). 
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Figure 11: Health worker consultations during June 2006 

 
The kind of health worker consulted is shown in Figure 11.  As can be seen the majority consulted 
a doctor with Whites the highest (95.7%) followed by Coloureds (91.2%) and then Black Africans 
(71.3%).  For whites the only other type of health worker consulted was a medical specialist.  
Coloureds consulted a medical specialist (4.5%) and a nurse (4.2%).  A significantly larger number 
of Black Africans (24.4%) consulted a nurse while a few consulted a pharmacist or a spiritual 
healer. 
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Figure 12: Where health worker consultations took place 

 
As can be seen from Figure 12 the place where health worker consultations take place show large 
differences for the different population groups.  Most Black Africans visit public clinics (53.7%) with 
29.8% consulting a private doctor or specialist and 13.5% visiting a public hospital.  Coloureds 
make the greatest use of public hospitals (45.9%) followed by private doctor or specialist (22.3%) 
and then a public clinic (15.7%).  The majority of Whites consulted a private doctor or specialist 
(57.6%) and 17.3% visited a private hospital.  Whites also visited public clinics (14.0%) and public 
hospitals (11.1%). 
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Households were also asked where they would usually first seek medical help should a member of 
the household get ill.  Of all households 54.0% would first visit a public sector facility. 
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Figure 13: Where households usually seek medical help 

 
Public sector facilities are the first choice for Black African (74.7%) and Coloured (62.9%) 
households should they get ill.  On the other hand 86.0% of White households would first go to a 
private institution (see figure 13).  For Black African households the highest percentage would seek 
medical help at a public clinic (58.7%) followed by a private doctor (23.2%) and then a public 
hospital (16.0%).  For Coloured households 31.3% would visit a public hospital, 28.6% a private 
doctor and 20.1% a public clinic.  59.5% of White households would seek help at a private doctor 
and 19.4% at a private hospital. 
 

5.3 Satisfaction with Health Worker Consultations 
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Figure 14: Level of satisfaction with service received from health care workers 
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In general all population groups indicated that they are satisfied with the level of service received 
from health care workers (see Figure 14).  Only Coloureds indicated that they are very dissatisfied 
(5.8%) or somewhat dissatisfied (4.3%) with the service received from health care workers.  For 
both Black Africans and Whites over 80% indicated that they are very satisfied with the service 
they received from health care workers. 
 

5.4 Reasons for not Consulting a Health Worker 
 

100.0%

7.9%
5.1%

87.0%

9.0%

73.1%

17.9%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Too expensive Too far Not necessary Other

Black African Coloured White

 
Figure 15: Reasons for not consulting a health worker 
 
Those who suffered an illness or injury in the month prior to the survey and did not consult a health 
worker were asked their reason for not doing so. All the Black Africans, 87.0% of Coloureds and 
73.1% of Whites indicated that it was not necessary (see Figure 15).  A total of 16.9% indicated 
that it was too expensive and 5.1% indicated that it was too far to travel to get to a health worker. 
 

5.5 Access to Medical Aid and Payment for Services 
 
Only 19.7% of the population are covered by medical aid, a medical benefit scheme or some other 
private health insurance.  These schemes may cover the medical expenses partially or fully.  
Whites have the highest cover of 55.7% followed by Coloureds at 17.5%.  Only 2.6% of Black 
Africans have any medical cover. 
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Figure 16: Payment for service from health care workers 
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Figure 16 shows that almost all those using the private sector for health worker consultations pay 
for this service.  For those using public hospitals and clinics, 83.9% of Black Africans, 81.1% of 
Coloureds and 58.7% of Whites do not pay for this service. 
 

6 Disabilities 
 
6.1 Incidence of Disabilities 

 
A person is considered to be disabled when their daily activities at home, work or school are limited 
by a long-term condition lasting six months or more.  The survey shows that 2.6% of the population 
suffer from at least one disability.  The percentages vary for the different population groups with 
3.8% of Coloureds, 2.3% of Black Africans and 1.4% of Whites being disabled. 
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Figure 17: Number of disabilities 
 
For those who are disabled the majority have only one disability as can be seen from Figure 17.  
Coloureds have the highest incidence of multiple disabilities with 11.5% having two and 2.7% 
having three.  For Black Africans 5.3% have two disabilities. 
 

6.2 Type of Disability 
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Figure 18: Type of disability 
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Of those suffering from a disability the highest percentage, 35.1%, have a physical disability which 
includes the need for a wheelchair, crutches or prosthesis or a limb or hand usage limitation (see 
Figure 18).  An intellectual disability is the next most common (20.5%) and includes serious 
difficulty in learning and mental retardation.  20.5% indicated that the disability was ñotherò.  Of 
those with disabilities 10.5% have multiple disabilities. 
 
Coloureds have the highest percentage (40.4%) of physical disabilities.  Both Whites (37.5%) and 
Black Africans (34.5%) have ñotherò with the highest percentage. 
 
 

7 Welfare Services 
 
7.1 Use of Welfare Services 

 
The percentage of people making use of a welfare office or service in the 12 months prior to the 
survey was 11.8%. It varied for the different population groups with 14.5% of Black Africans, 12.8% 
of Coloureds and 4.4% of Whites using a welfare office or service. 
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Figure 19: Type of welfare service used 

 
As can be seen from Figure 19, the majority of people in all population groups made use of social 
grants.  9.1% of Coloureds and 6.2% of Black Africans went to a social worker and 0.6% of 
Coloureds applied for poverty relief. 
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Figure 20: Level of satisfaction with service at welfare offices 

 
Black Africans were satisfied with the services and assistance rendered at the welfare offices with 
91.9% being very satisfied (see Figure 20).  Coloureds also had a high level of satisfaction (80.6%) 
with 60.6% being very satisfied.  The highest percentage of Whites was neither satisfied nor 
dissatisfied (38.5%) and only 22.6% were very satisfied.  4.9% of Coloureds and 2.8% of Black 
Africans were dissatisfied with the service rendered. 
 

7.2 Welfare Grants 
 
A total of 12.9% of the population are receiving welfare grants.  There is a variation across the 
population groups with 20.0% of Black Africans, 11.4% of Coloureds and 4.4% of Whites receiving 
grants. 
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Figure 21: Welfare grants 
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Figure 21 shows that, for those who do receive welfare grants, 76.9% of Black Africans receive 
child support grants, 15.8% receive old age pensions and only 6.9% receive disability grants.  The 
picture for Whites is very different with 82.3% being old age pensions and 17.7% child support 
grants.  For Coloureds the spread is more even with 38.5% receiving old age pensions, 33.6% 
receiving child support grants and 26.2% receiving disability grants. 
 
 

8 Households 
 

8.1 Number of Households 
 
The number of households is estimated, by the GHS, to be 905,603.  The largest percentage of 
households are Coloured (40.6%), followed by Black African (33.3%) and Whites (26.1%). 
 
Further details can be found in appendix B. 
 

8.2 Household Size 
 
The average household size for Cape Town is 3.55 persons.  Coloureds have the largest average 
household size of 4.25 persons and Whites the smallest at 2.53 persons.  Black Africans have an 
average household size of 3.51 persons. 
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Figure 22: Number of persons per household 

 
For Whites two persons per household is the highest (35.1%) followed by one person per 
household (23.9%) with 20.3% having four persons per household (see Figure 22).  No White 
household has more than six persons per household.  Black Africans also have a fairly high 
percentage of one (22.8%) and two (17.5%) persons per household and 19.1% have five to six 
persons per household.  Coloureds on the other hand have the largest percentage of five to six 
(25.5%) persons per household, followed by four (23.3%) and then three (20.9%) persons per 
household.  Only 18.4% of Coloured households have one or two persons per household. 
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8.3 Head of Households 
 

0.6% 0.1% 0.6%

19.7%

9.7%

29.5%30.4%

12.7%

43.0%

9.1%

6.1%

15.2%

5.4% 6.3%

11.6%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Male Female Total

Under 20 20 to 34 35 to 54 55 to 64 65 and older

 
Figure 23: Age and gender of household head 

 
The largest number (43.0%) of household heads are aged 35 to 54, followed by 29.5% aged 20 to 
34 and 15.2% aged 55 to 64 (see Figure 23).  Only 0.6% of household heads are under 20 years 
and 11.6% are 65 years and older.  Males comprise 65.2% of all household heads.  With the 
exception of those 65 years and older there are more male than females household heads. 
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Figure 24: Age and gender of household head by population group 

 
As can be see from Figure 24 the age of the household heads varies for the different population 
groups.  For Black Africans the largest number (49.0%) is aged 20 to 34 and for both Coloureds 
(47.8%) and Whites (43.0%) the largest number are aged 35 to 54.  A higher percentage of White 
males (74.1%) are household heads compared with both Coloured males (66.4%) and Black 
African males (56.7%).  Male household heads outnumber females for all age groups and all 
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population groups with the exception of Black Africans (1.0% male and 5.3% female) and 
Coloureds (6.8% male and 7.7% female) 65 years and older.  There are also significantly more 
White (14.1%) and Coloured (14.4%) household heads 65 years and older than there are Black 
Africans (6.2%). 
 
 

9 Dwellings 
 

9.1 Type of Dwelling 
 
A total of 74.4% of households live in formal dwellings, 22.4% live in informal dwellings, 0.4% lives 
in a tent or caravan and for 2.8% of households their dwelling type is categorised as ñotherò.  Of 
the informal households, 58.2% are in informal settlements and 41.8% are in informal dwellings in 
a backyard.  For those in formal dwellings 65.7% live in a house on a separate stand, 15.9% live in 
a town house, cluster house or semi-detached house, 19.9% live in a flat in a block of flats, 2.6% 
live in a house, flat or room in a backyard, 5.6% in a room or flatlet and 0.3% in unit in a retirement 
village. 
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Figure 25: Dwelling type 

 
There are significant differences in the type of dwellings in which households in the different 
population groups live (see Figure 25).  The highest percentage of Black African households 
(37.3%) live in an informal dwelling in an informal settlement, followed by 24.2% in a house on a 
separate stand and 22.0% in an informal dwelling in a backyard.  Over half (55.9%) of Coloured 
households live in a house on a separate stand, 14.0% in a town house, cluster house or semi-
detached house and 9.4% in a flat in a block of flats.  Only 6.7% of Coloureds live in informal 
dwellings.  For White households 69.4% live in a house on a separate stand, 12.8% live in a town 
house cluster house or semi-detached house and 9.4% live in a flat in a block of flats. 
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9.2 Materials used for the Construction of Dwellings 
 
Bricks are the main material used in the construction of the walls for 64.1% of all dwellings.  The 
next most common material used is wood (12.9%), followed by corrugated iron or zinc (11.2%) and 
then cement blocks or concrete (10.2%).  A small number (0.9%) of dwellings have cardboard 
walls. 
 
The main material used in the construction of the roof of all dwellings is tiles (40.8%) followed by 
corrugated iron or zinc (29.8%) and then asbestos (23.5%).  Other materials used include cement 
blocks or concrete (2.6%), mud (1.5%), wood (0.9%), bricks (0.2%) and thatching (0.1%). 
 
Further details on the materials used for the construction of the walls and roof of dwellings can be 
found in Appendix F. 
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Figure 26: Main material used for the walls of dwellings 

 
For the majority of both Coloureds (66.9%) and Whites (95.6%) the main material used in the 
construction of the walls of their dwellings is bricks (see Figure 26).  A significant number of 
Coloureds also have walls made from cement block or concrete (20.5%) and wood (9.0%).  For 
Black Africans the highest percentage also have bricks (35.9%) as the main material for their walls 
but this is only marginally larger than those with corrugated iron or zinc (29.9%) and wooden 
(25.8%) walls. 
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Figure 27: Main material used for the roof of dwellings 

 
As can be seen from Figure 27 the majority of Whites (79.0%) have tiles as the main material used 
for the roof of their dwellings with 7.3% having asbestos and 5.8% having corrugated iron or zinc 
roofs.  The main type of material used for the roofs of dwellings of Coloureds follows the same 
pattern as Whites with 40.9% using tiles, 34.4% asbestos and 18.4% corrugated iron.  For Black 
Africans the highest percentage has roofs constructed from corrugated iron or zinc (62.6%) 
followed by asbestos (23.1%) and then tiles (10.6%).   
 

9.3 Condition of Dwellings 
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Figure 28: Condition of the walls and roof of dwellings 

 
The condition of the walls and roof of dwellings are very similar with 58.0% having walls and 58.6% 
having the roof in a good or very good condition (see Figure 28).  Minor repairs are needed by 
16.8% of walls and 18.6% of roofs.  23.4% of walls and 22.1% of roofs of dwellings are in a weak 
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or very weak condition.  Further details on the condition of the walls and roof of dwellings can be 
found in Appendix G. 
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Figure 29: Condition of the walls of dwellings by population group 

 
As can be seen from Figures 29 and 30 the condition of the wall and roof of dwellings varies 
significantly for the different population groups.  The condition of the walls is good or very good for 
91.2% of White owned dwellings, falling to 62.2% for Coloured and 29.7% for Black African owned 
dwellings.  For 45.1% of Black African, 19.9% of Coloured and 1.3% of White owned dwellings the 
condition of the walls is weak or very weak.  Walls in need of minor repair are 23.7% for Black 
African, 17.2% for Coloured and 7.5% for White owned dwellings. 
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Figure 30: Condition of the roof of dwellings by population group 

 
The pattern of the condition of the roof is the same as that for the condition of the walls with only 
small differences in the percentages across all the population groups (see Figure 30).  The 
percentages of roofs that are weak or very weak are slightly lower than that of walls with 44.1% for 
Black African, 17.8% for Coloured and 0.6% for White dwellings.  More roofs need minor repairs 
than walls with 26.6% of Black Africans, 18.4% of Coloureds and 8.7% of White dwellings needing 
some repair. 
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9.4 Ownership 
 
A total of 67.1% of dwellings are owned of which 69.6% are fully paid off.  Of the remainder of 
dwellings 24.5% are rented, 8.0% are occupied rent-free and 0.4% are occupied as a boarder. 
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Figure 31: Dwelling ownership 

 
Black Africans (68.2%) have the highest percentage of dwellings owned and fully paid off, followed 
by Whites at 37.5% and then Coloureds at 35.4% (see Figure 31).  However more Whites (74.8%) 
than Black Africans (69.2%) and Coloureds (60.6%) own their dwellings with almost half not fully 
paid off.  More Coloureds (29.9%) than either Whites (21.8%) or Black Africans (20.0%) rent their 
dwellings.  No Whites, 3.3% of Coloureds and 4.9% of Africans occupy their dwellings rent-free as 
part of an employment contract of a member of the family.  A total of 10.0% of Black Africans, 9.2% 
of Coloureds and 3.4% of Whites occupy their dwellings rent-free. 
 

9.5 Rent Paid for Dwellings 
 
For all households who rent a dwelling 71.9% pay less than R1 000 a month.  The highest 
percentage (26.8%) pays between R100 and R199 followed by 21.5% who pay between R200 and 
R499, 15.9% pay between R2000 and R3 999 and only 3.5% pay over R4 000 a month. 
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Figure 32: Monthly rental paid for dwellings 
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The monthly rental paid for dwellings varies for the different population groups as can be seen from 
Figure 32.  Only 7.5% of Black Africans pay more than R499 and 4.7% of Whites pay less than 
R500.  The highest percentage (49.0%) of Black Africans pay between R100 and R199 per month 
followed by 25.5% paying between R200 and R400 and 17.9% paying less than R100.  For Whites 
the highest percentage (49.4%) pay between R2000 and R3 999 per month with 24.4% paying 
between R500 and R999 and 15.9% pay between R1 000 and R1 999.  80.8% of coloureds pay 
under R1 000 rental per month where 27.8% pay between R200 and R499 and 26.6% between 
R100 and R199. 
 

9.6 Number of Rooms per Household 
 
The number of rooms per household is the total number of rooms in the dwelling which the 
household occupies excluding bathrooms and toilets.  Four rooms are occupied by the largest 
percentage (22.5%) of households, followed by 19.7% occupying a single room and 16.8% 
occupying five rooms.  Only 8.1% of households occupy seven or more rooms. 
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Figure 33: Number of rooms per dwelling 

 
Over 50% of Black African households occupy one of two rooms with 37.1% occupying one room 
and 17.8% two rooms (see Figure 33).  20.6% of Black African households occupy four rooms and 
9.3% occupy five or more.  For Coloured households 28.7% occupy four rooms followed by 22.1% 
occupying five rooms and 14.2% occupying one room.  The largest percentage (24.9%) of White 
households occupies five rooms with 18.1% occupying seven or eight rooms and both four and six 
rooms occupied by 15.6%.  Only 10.8% of White households occupy one or two rooms. 
 

9.7 Overcrowding 
 
A dwelling is considered to be overcrowded when there are more than two persons per occupied 
room.  Bathrooms and toilets are not included in the number of rooms.  Kitchens are included in 
the number of rooms.  When looking at overcrowding the assumption has been made that for all 
dwellings larger than two rooms one of the rooms is a kitchen.  One room is thus subtracted from 
the number of rooms for calculating overcrowding.  Kitchens are not seen as a habitable room. 
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All 
Households Number of Rooms   
Household 

Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total 

1 8.06% 1.10% 2.93% 1.74% 1.12% 0.83% 0.45% 0.17%     16.41% 

2 3.71% 3.05% 2.55% 3.42% 3.45% 1.93% 1.48% 0.46%   0.27% 20.31% 

3 2.75% 1.90% 2.19% 5.28% 2.76% 1.38% 0.27% 0.69% 0.34%   17.56% 

4 2.71% 1.36% 2.53% 4.44% 4.29% 1.21% 0.71% 0.75% 0.31%   18.32% 

5 0.96% 1.37% 1.63% 3.18% 2.47% 0.96% 0.31% 0.42%     11.29% 

6 0.55% 0.80% 0.43% 1.64% 1.40% 1.32% 0.72% 0.36% 0.10%   7.32% 

7   0.95% 0.42% 1.44% 0.63% 0.33% 0.11% 0.12%     3.99% 

8 0.40%   0.27% 0.62% 0.46% 0.26% 0.12%       2.11% 

9 0.12% 0.13% 0.38% 0.58% 0.24%           1.45% 

10 0.31%   0.07% 0.20%             0.58% 

11           0.37%         0.37% 

14           0.16%         0.16% 

15 0.13%                   0.13% 

Total 19.70% 10.66% 13.40% 22.54% 16.81% 8.74% 4.16% 2.97% 0.75% 0.27% 100.00% 

Table 4: Number of persons per household by number of rooms occupied in the dwelling 

 
A total of 13.3% of households were living in overcrowded conditions of more than two persons per 
occupied room (yellow or shaded area in Table 4).  When kitchens are excluded from dwellings 
having more than two rooms (blue or striped area in Table 2) then the percentage living in 
overcrowded conditions increases by 4.7% to 18.0% of all households. 
 
Overcrowding varies significantly for the different population groups.  Black African households 
have the highest percentage (28.5%) of overcrowding followed by Coloured Households (20.6%).  
Only 0.9% of White households have more than two persons per habitable room.  Tables for the 
different population groups can be found in Appendix H. 
 

10  Water 
 

10.1 Main Source of Water 
 
The source of the water used for drinking and food preparation has been taken to be the main 
source of water for the household.  The majority of households have their own piped water with 
72.2% having piped water in their dwelling and 21.2% on their site.  A public tap is used by 6.0% of 
households and 0.6% use a neighbourôs tap. 
 

 
Figure 34: Main source of water 


