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• Economies stimulate GROWTH

(JOB CREATION) on the back of

increased CONSUMPTION.

• Increased CONSUMPTION

generates increased WASTE.

• PROBLEM OR OPPORTUNITY?

• We are chasing a moving target.



WHY RECYCLE?
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• Plastic waste creates a visible, in

your face, litter problem.

• P.E.T. bottles are voluminous -

Landfill Space is SCARCE.

• To not recycle places added

pressure on the world’s

diminishing oil reserves. –

REUSE!



• Corporate Social Responsibility 

• Benefit to Environment – a bottle takes 

10,000 years to biodegrade

• Job Creation

• Poverty Alleviation

• GOVERNMENT PRESSURE –

WASTE BILL



COLLECT AND 

DO WHAT?
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• While the ultimate challenge

remains that of collection, one

cannot loose sight of what has

transpired within the last 6 months.

• Polyester Fibre Market.







• The Times (UK) November 6th, 2008

• “Warehouses around Britain could start 

to be filled with waste paper, metal & 

plastic bottles. There’s nowhere for 

these materials to go at the moment.”

• The speed at which prices collapsed 

has taken the recycling industry and 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES by surprise, and 

has been made worse because 

recycling rates are AT RECORD 

LEVELS. 



• “Officials from the Environment Agency and 
the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs are considering changing the 
regulations on the storage of recycled waste 
and are expected to issue new guidelines 
next week.

• “They have been urged to RELAX the rules 
limiting the quantity of waste that can be 
stored and to allow it to be kept in secure 
warehouses or ABANDONED MILITARY 
BASES and FORMER AIRFIELDS”.



P.E.T. RECYCLING, A 

PROBLEM NOT 

UNIQUE TO AFRICA 
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WORLDWIDE EXAMPLES OF 

FUNDING FOR THE 

RECOVERY OF POST –

CONSUMER P.E.T.
• Germany - US$ 9,150per metric

ton.

• Slovakia - US$ 5,500 per metric ton.

• Hawaii - US$ 1,800 per metric ton.

• Australia - US$ 1,140 per metric ton.

• Sweden - US$ 900 per metric ton.

• Mexico - US$ 20 Million invested in
collection infrastructure as well as price
support provided to collectors.



INDUSTRY / EXTRUPET

PARTNERSHIP -

RISING TO THE 

CHALLENGE.
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• Set up in 2001 to address the post

consumer P.E.T. problem in South

Africa with the help of the P.E.T.

INDUSTRY.

• Looking for a cheap source of raw

material to remain competitive in the

World Market.



• Progressive increase in plant and equipment 
capital expenditure as warranted by collection 
levels.

• Cost of recycling equipment is expensive and 
the process is capital extensive.

• Currently we have at our site in 
Johannesburg the capacity to recycle 
2,000MT per month.

• However, beginnings were humble – 30MT 
per month.



• Collected 5,000 tons by May 2003.

• Collected a further 7,000 tons by

July 2004.

• 2005 – PETCO formed to align all

players in the industry to support the

post-consumer waste recovery and

recycling initiative. – EXTENDED

PRODCUER RESPONSIBILITY!
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Notable milestones achieved with 

PETCO

• Oct 2005 – Jan 2006 1,800MT PCR

• Feb 2006 – Dec 2006 8,000MT PCR

• Jan 2007 – Dec 2007 12,000MT PCR

• Jan 2008 – Dec 2008 14,000MT PCR
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MILESTONES REACHED

• Nov 2008 saw an all time record 

monthly collection figure of 1,677MT. 

This equates to approx 50 million 

bottles in one month alone.

• To date over 57,000MT has been 

recovered from the waste stream by our 

Group alone in SA over a 8 year period. 

This equates to approx 1.7 BILLION 

bottles.



• Cape Town Branch established in

August 2008 as undertaken by us. This

proved very timely from PETCO’s and

our perspective as most of the local

recyclers had already abandoned the

cause prior to our arrival.

• We will by July 2009 be producing an

RPET Chip that will be certified for food

contact packaging – “Cradle to Grave”

Solution.
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• 6 January, 2009 - Motorola has unveiled a 
mobile phone made from recycled water 
bottles. According to the manufacturer, the 
Moto W233 is the world’s first carbon neutral 
phone. The device has earned 
Carbonfund.org’s CarbonFree Product
Certification after an extensive product life-
cycle assessment

• 13 February 2009 - Danone Waters says it 
will make Evian and Volvic bottled water 
brands ‘plastics-neutral’ in the UK by using 
recycled plastic. 





CONCLUSION
• WHY RECYCLE?

• COLLECT AND DO WHAT?

• END USE MARKETS SUSTAIN RECYCLING. 

• CUSTOMER POWER DRIVES THE DEBATE ON 
REUSE!

• EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY!

• IT CAN BE DONE – FACTS & FIGURES SPEAK 
FOR THEMSELVES!



Thank you for your kind attention.

For more information contact us at the following 

email address: chandru@extrupet.com

Or visit www.extrupet.com

mailto:chandru@extrupet.com

